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Pálos missziók Magyarországon a 17–18. században [The Pauline Order’s 
Missions in Hungary in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries]. 
By †Ferenc Galla. Edited by István Fazekas. (Collectanea Vaticana 
Hungariae – Classis 1, vol. 11.) Budapest–Rome: MTA-PPKE ‘Lendület’ 
Egyháztörténeti Kutatócsoport–Gondolat, 2015. 536 pp.

Ferenc Galla (1888–1977), a Catholic priest and historian and at one time a 
professor of  church history (Royal Hungarian Péter Pázmány University of  
Budapest, Faculty of  Theology), was one of  the greatest researchers of  sources 
on the Early Modern history of  the Hungarian Catholic Church in Rome, mainly 
in the Archives of  the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of  the Faith 
(Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide). As he spent almost the last three 
decades of  his long life living under a communist regime in Hungary, he was not 
allowed to publish much of  the data he had collected. He spent these decades 
of  forced silence supplementing the Roman material with sources from the 
National Archives of  Hungary (Archives of  the Hungarian Treasury and the 
Hungarian Chancellery). He wrote several important monographs and essays on 
these sources, which remained unpublished at the time, but which are now held 
in the National Archives of  Hungary (Archives of  Families, Corporations and 
Institutions), together with his huge bequest of  manuscripts. These manuscripts 
were discovered by the narrow community of  professional historians in the early 
1990s, and they have since served as sources of  inspiration for various scholars, 
but were still waiting to be published.

For more than 10 years now, the series Collectanea Vaticana Hungariae has 
published monographs, essays, source materials, repertories and bibliographies 
concerning Hungarian historical research in the Vatican. Thus, Galla’s legacy 
found the perfect caretaker in its editorial committee, which is under the 
leadership of  Péter Tusor. The volume under review is the third one published as 
part of  the series, following Ferences misszionáriusok Magyarországon: a Királyságban 
és Erdélyben a 17–18. században [Franciscan Missionaries in Hungary: In the 
Kingdom and in Transylvania in the 17th and 18th Centuries], which was issued in 
2005 (Classis 1, vol. 2), and Pápai kinevezések, megbízások és felhatalmazások Erdély, 
a Magyar Királyság és a Hódoltság területére (1550–1711) [Pontifi cal Provisions, 
Faculties and Commissions in Transylvania, Habsburg and Ottoman Hungary 
(1550–1771)], which was published in 2010 (Classis 2, vol. 3). The editing and 
redacting of  the present text, as in the case of  the aforementioned volume issued 
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in 2005, was done by István Fazekas and is ample testimony to his competence 
and attentiveness.

The volume consists of  three parts, which are arranged chronologically. 
The fi rst deals with the history of  the Pauline Order from its general reform in 
the 1630s to the late 1670s. The chapter is structured around the biography of  
János Vanoviczy (c. 1612–1678), Pauline missionary and head of  the apostolic 
prefecture maintained by the order, but this part also deals with the monasteries 
that had been in continuous operation since the Middle Ages, as well as the ones 
that were founded in the period under discussion. Focus, however, is on the 
beginning of  the evangelistic activities of  the Paulines and the establishment of  
the apostolic prefecture in 1667. The second part is dedicated to the development 
of  Pauline missions during the wartime period of  1671–1711, namely the anti-
Habsburg uprisings, Kuruc Wars, the Great Turkish War and Ferenc Rákóczi 
II’s war of  liberation. This chapter, however, uses a regional division. After an 
introductory section on the Pauline missions of  the era in general and the old 
and new monasteries (again), it contains four sections concerning four different 
territories affected by the missions of  the order, namely Szepes (Spiš) and Árva 
(Orava) Counties, Transdanubia and the regions recaptured from the Ottoman 
Empire (in this case, only the Diocese of  Pécs, the city of  Nagyvárad (Oradea)
and Transylvania). Finally, the third part, which is considerably shorter than 
the previous two, summarizes the characteristics of  the Pauline missions in the 
eighteenth century and evaluates the work of  the order in this area. The last 
seventy pages of  the volume consist of  a list of  sources and a bibliography, a 
particularly extensive index of  people and places, and a detailed English abstract 
(some 10 pages long) including a map of  the Pauline missions in the seventeenth 
century. 

Although the published manuscript represents the most complete surviving 
version of  the monograph, it is still an unfi nished variant, as the work was 
probably never totally fi nalized by Galla. Thus there are signifi cant differences 
between the three parts of  the volume. First, as already mentioned, the third 
part is only one-third as long as the fi rst two. Second, only the annotations of  
the fi rst part survived or were made up by the author. Accordingly, there were 
differences in the editorial work on the text. The fi rst part needed only the 
revision of  the originally ponderous style of  the author to make it more fl owing 
and the division of  the enormously long notes into shorter ones. However, the 
annotations in the fi rst part still remain long, and as every single note relates to 
several paragraphs, sometimes even pages, they contain many repetitions of  the 
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main text when specifying the exact topic to which they pertain. In the other two 
parts, the annotations were compiled by the editor, partially on the basis of  the 
original notes of  the author from a former version of  the manuscript. Fazekas 
also cited recent historical literature in order to refresh the study, which is more 
than half  a century old.

As is the case in other works by Galla, his positivist method of  accumulating 
data is often supplemented by explanations of  the histories of  families and 
places, general national and church history, and biographies of  individuals, mainly 
members of  the Pauline Order and Hungarian aristocrats. More importantly, he 
summarizes certain sections in general terms either before or after the given 
details, and in these sections he has ventured several ascertainments that have 
not been discredited since. These are the features that make Galla’s recently 
published volume really notable, not to mention his treatment of  a huge amount 
of  data, so far unknown, from Rome as well as from Budapest, the importance 
of  which can hardly be overestimated.
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