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Tamas Kruppa*

FRANCISCANS OR JESUITS:
ATTEMPTS TO RESURRECT CATHOLICISM
IN TRANSYLVANIA (1589-1592)

In 1579, the Prince of Transylvania and King of Poland, Stephen Bathory,
invited the Jesuit order to come to Transylvania. Inviting the Jesuit was some-
thing he had been planning for many years, for he intended to give them a
leading role in embarking upon the recatholicization of Transylvania with the
support of princely power. Following the settlement of the Jesuit order in 1579,
it seemed that the first step in this process of recatholicization had been taken,
although somewhat late on. King Stephen Bathory did his best to strengthen
these initial tentative steps by underpinning the Jesuit college system with Pa-
pal seminaries, just like he had done in the Kingdom of Poland. His older
brother, Christopher, the Voivode of Transylvania, fully supported this cause
and placed the Jesuits in charge of the education of his only son, Sigismund.
The Jesuit intervention in the principality’s government and foreign policy was
accompanied by an obvious attempt at changing the state’s denominational,
i.e., Protestant, character. A large number of documents that detail the Jesuits’
efforts to restore the predominance of Catholicism in Transylvania has sur-
vived. More recently, it was the author of the present paper who discussed in
detail the Béathory dynasty’s efforts to reestablish the diocese of Transylvania
in detail.! After the king’s death in 1586, the Transylvanian estates coerced to
bring about the expulsion of the religious order, which encountered imme-
diate consequences. Sixtus V excommunicated the new Transylvanian prince
Sigismund Bathory.? This measure, especially as it was against a Protestant

* The author is a member of the MTA-PPKE Vilmos Fraknéi Vatican Historical Research
Group.

! Tamas Krupea, Kisérletek Erdély rekatoliziciciira. Tervek az erdélyi piispokség visszadlli-
tdsdra Bathory Istvdn és Zsigmond idejében, in «Magyar Egyhaztorténelmi Vazlatok» 1/4
(2002), pp. 39-74.

2 Lasz16 SziLas, S.1, Der Jesuit Carrillo in Siebenbiirgen 1591-1599, Roma 1966, p. 9.
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country’s ruler, may seem a radical move at first sight. However, if we take a
closer look at the political spectrum of the region, it is immediately apparent
that the expulsion of the Jesuit order from Transylvania represented a serious
blow to the attemps to recatholicize the East, not least because Transylvania
was the geographical springboard, so to speak, to both Russia the Balkan lands
well as the occupied territories. That the decrees passed at the Diet of Medgyes
were considered of immense significance is documented in the letters held in
the fonds of the secretariat of State in the Vatican Archives.

The Roman Curia was quick to react to the decision taken at the diet, and
the secretariat of State was soon flooded with reports, mostly written by Anni-
bale Di Capua,’ who was the papal nuncio to Poland at the time. Before long,
the decree in question and the reports written by Jesuits doing their utmost to
reverse the expulsion* arrived in Rome. All the incoming documents were or-
ganized in separate collections, which was customary as these kinds of docu-
ments were usually sent as attachments to the nuncio’s reports. Accordingly,
the documents were placed in a separate file, together with the papers related
to the Jesuits’ settlement in Moldavia. This was so because several members of
the religious order had fled to the Moldavian voivodeship after the decree had
been passed, where the reigning voivode, Peter, had made certain specific ges-
tures towards Catholicism. However, the real proponent of the Catholic cause
in Moldavia was the former dragoman at the Porte, Bartolomeo Bruti, who was
also in the service of Venice, and a chancellor at the time. In order to obtain
more leeway for their country, the voivode and Bruti began to approach the
Holy See.’ The recatholicization of Moldavia is not the subject of this paper,
but it is important to note that the voivodeship, also under Turkish authority,
was a natural substitute for the “lost” Transylvanian principality. However the
situation in Moldavia was very fragile: first, Voivode Peter was forced to flee
the country because of the wrath of the Porte, then Bruti was murdered. This
interferred with the Jesuit plans for Moldavia for years to come.

Not long after the expulsion of the Jesuits, the Venetian papal nuncio,
Girolamo Matteucci, held discussions with cavalier Melchiorre Micheli, who
was the leading negotiator in Venice on behalf of Stephen Bathory Jr. The
negotiations revolved around four points: the prince apologized for the ex-
pulsion, but he also made it clear that the estates were angered by the Jesuits’
correspondence with Archduke Ernest of Austria. As a result, he could not do

3> On Di Capua, see Jan Wladyslaw Wos, La nonciature en Pologne de l'archevéque Hanni-
bal de Capoue, 1586-1591, Trento 1995.

4 Monumenta Antiquae Hungariae, 111. (1587-1593), edidit Ladislaus Lukdcs S.I., Romae
1981, pp. 269-373.

> Vetera monumenta Poloniae et Lithuaniae gentiumaque finitimarum bistoriam illustrantia,
I11. A Sixto PP. V usque ad Innocentium PP. XII: 1585-1696, ed. Augustinus Theiner, Romae
1863, pp. 191-194.
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anything for the Jesuits, but he could facilitate the acceptance of friars from
other religious orders, by the estates.® Finally, Bathory asked the Holy Father
to appoint a cardinal protector for Transylvania in Rome, and asked for guar-
antees that the Transylvanian envoy would be duly welcomed in the Eternal
City.” This rather exciting document has been known about for a long time,
but nobody has analyzed it yet, even though these four points encapsulate
all the problems that stood in the way of restoring the Church’s hierarchy in
Transylvania.

After Stephen Bathory’s death, the legitimacy of the new regime was on
rather shaky ground. There had been no precedent for an in-house succes-
sion in the short history of the Transylvanian state. If we do not take into
consideration the symbolic reign of Michael II Apaffy, we can add that this
had only ever happened twice throughout the entire history of the principal-
ity: once in the Béathory and once in the Rdkdczi dynasty. The Achilles’ heel
of the reign of Transylvania was the relation to the Porte, so it was crucial for
the Transylvanian estates that the ruler was committed to the Turkish state.
Regarding Sigismund’s alliances, serious doubts were raised due to him hav-
ing been educated by the Jesuits.

The papal nuncio to Poland, Annibale Di Capua, forwarded to Rome not
only the notes taken during the discussion with cavalier Micheli, but also the
letter written by Stephen Bathory Jr. about the expulsion of the Jesuits. This
letter presented a different interpretation of the above-mentioned talks in
Venice, and of which the main subject was the expulsion of the Jesuits.

According to Bathory, we have seen that the religious order was expelled
primarily because of their relationship with the Habsburgs. The nuncio, how-
ever, obtained the decree ordering the expulsion of the Jesuits as well as all
other documents related to the expulsion, and he could refer to articles 8, 10
and 12 knowing exactly what he was talking about. And from these, he wrote,
it cleatly turns out that the expulsion was motivated by religious, rather than
political reasons.® He also mentioned a letter written by Polish Chancellor Jan
Zamoyski on 7 January 1588, in which the chancellor warned Sigismund to
protect the Jesuits.” The nuncio might not have alluded to this, but his knowl-
edge of the matter was still convincing.

On the basis of what had happened, he claimed that it was obvious that the
Habsburg relations were only a pretext for settling accounts with the Jesuits.

¢ SziLas, Carrillo, p. 135. The fact that the prince asked priests from the Franciscans at
Gyongyos for the monastery of Csiksomlyé may be related to this point of the negotiations.
Janos KARACSONYT, Szz. Ferencz rendjének torténete Magyarorszdgon 1711-ig, Budapest 1923, 1,
b. 428.

7 On the discussions, ibid. pp. 419-420.

8 For the nuncio’s letter, see MAH, I11, pp. 441-443.

% University E6tvos Lérand, University Library, Ms. G 708 (not numbered).
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Nevertheless, referring to Micheli, he suggested that the Pope should send
priests or friars from other religious orders to replace the expelled Jesuits
as the Catholic nobility too in Transylvania have the personal right (zus pa-
tronatus) to bestow church benefices, which was an opportunity for settling
clergymen in the country. No doubt that the idea originated in the highest
ranks, from either Sigismund or Andrew, as the Bathory brothers, Andrew,
Balthasar and Stephen did not really have the Jesuits’ fate at heart, especially
given their role in Poland’s domestic affairs. This was something the nuncio
could have experienced in person, and even though it was also found among
the points submitted by Micheli, it is still suspicious how hard he was trying
to prove the Jesuits’ innocence, and citing various sources as he did so. He did
not really succeed, neither was his rhetorical question convincing: how could
the Jesuits, who were the prince’s teachers, act as spies in Transylvania?

The nuncio must have been totally aware of the anti-Jesuit public feel-
ing that had become predominant not only in Transylvania and Poland, but
throughout the whole of Europe as well. To illustrate this, we can add the
exciting correspondence between Archduke Charles and Pope Sixtus V from
the spring of 1589, that is, from the time when Annibale Di Capua started to
send his reports to Rome.

Archduke Charles was the leader of the Counter-Reformation in Styria. He
founded a Jesuit college in Graz and took the first decisive steps to cleanse
the province of Protestants.!® His daughter, Maria Christina, was to marry
Sigismund Béthory later. Even though the archduke’s first letter written to
the Pope is not very informative for our purposes, the date of its writing (2
March 1589) is indicative in its own right. The letter is somewhat circuitous
at the beginning, where Chatles explains why he wrote the letter, referring to
the rumors that were spreading that there would be changes introduced in the
Jesuit order rules. He asks the rhetorical question: what would happen if they
were to venture into this uncertain and shaky territory? The devout princes
were shocked by the news as even the heretics had admitted that their only
serious adversaries were the Jesuits. This is where the letter starts to become
much more interesting as the archduke continues: the order was expelled
from Transylvania because the Jesuits were against the pursuits of the heretic
counsellors. But if they decide to change the rules as well, then this will give
rise to uncertainty among their supporters. !!

10 Regina POLTNER, The Counter-Reformation in Central Europe: Styria 1580-1630, Oxford
2001, pp. 70-107.

1" «Cum ex Transylvania non aliam ob causam, quam quod haereticorum conatibus in-
stituti sui ministeriis, egregie obviam irent expulsi sunt. Quas vero cogitationes, haec res in
eorum mentibus pareret, qui ab iis in religione catholica sunt instituti? Qui si eorum insti-
tutum a Sede Apostolica immutari intelligant, a qua iam toties probatum et confirmatum
est, quamque ipsi religiosi singulari studio venerantur, doctrinam quoque quam ab iisdem
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This being said, the archduke considered the Transylvanian events a posi-
tive example, so much so that he used them to try to get the Pope to change
his mind. Sixtus V’s reaction seems totally unexpected: that the document was
treated with special attention is indicated by the fact that when it arrived at the
secretariat of State, the secretary, who prepared the letters for submission to
the congregation, marked it with two “X”’s. The Pope’s reply was written on
10 April.

In the letter we can read that the Jesuits are said to take too much care
of and pay too much attention to worldly matters. They keep listening to the
talk of the common people rather than concentrating on the lections, prayer
and religious exercise, they have left the monasteries, they have infiltrated the
royal courts considering the state’s reasons with more importance than they
are due. This stirred up hatred in a lot of people, thus it is no wonder that they
were recently expelled from Transylvania because of their sins. !

So the Pope did not share the Nuncio Di Capua’s view, according to whom
the expulsion was motivated on religious grounds. The allusion was way too
clear-cut for the archduke not to notice. In his reply, he emphasized the Jesuits
innocence with the same diligence as Annibale Di Capua had done so be-
fore. The accusation that the Jesuits allegedly wanted to achieve the country’s
subjection to Austria originated in Transylvania, and from where they were
expelled. But this is totally unfounded as the country’s prince himself can
testify, for it was he who issued a charter proving their innocence, and that
they had to leave was because they were steadfast in their defence of faith.
The heretics expelled them, forced them to leave, and just the Jesuits but also
other Catholic clergymen as well as the Catholic faith and religion itself, which
they wanted to banish and destroy once and for all with this decree. He has
never met a ruler who had been apparently offended by the Jesuits, but he
saw how everyone was supporting and helping them with goodwill. He expe-
rienced this personally when he visited his relative, the prince of Bavaria and
his brother, Ferdinand.® The issue underlying the allusion and the entire cor-

hauserunt, parum constantem et firmam fortassis suspicabuntur?» in ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia
29, f. 105".

12 A sacrorum librorum lectione, et divinarum rerum meditatione, et contemplatione
ad vulgi sermones confugerint et refractis religionis claustris in regum aulas, irruperint, et ad
uniuscuiusque status ac imperii rationes cognoscendas curiosius quoque religiosos viros dece-
bat animum adiegerint. Quibus ex rebus cum multorum odia necessario incurrerint, nemini
mirum videri debet, si eorum culpa, factoque ex Transilvania proxime eiecti sunt», 7bid. f.
109v. On the debate about changing some of the articles in the rules of the order, see Ludwig
von PASTOR, Geschichte des Péipste, Freiburg 1926, X, pp. 128-134 and Michela CatTO, La Corz-
pagnia divisa. Il dissenso nell’ordine gesuitico tra *500 e '600, Brescia 2009, pp. 116-124.

B «De Transylvania vero fuit quidem rumor allatus iesuitas inde eiectos, quod regnum
illud tradere vellent principibus Austriacis: sed tantum abest, ut hoc vel umbram veri habue-
rit, ut in ipsorum discessu, illique loci princeps, honorificum eis diploma, quod et vidi et legi
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respondence was the emerging conflict related to the Spanish Jesuits, ' which
seemingly caused uncertainty in the Bavarian court, one of the German cen-
tres of the Counter-Reformation. However, this uncertainty was not caused
exclusively by the Spanish Jesuits, but also by other events, such as those that
had happened in the Low Countries and France after the St. Bartholomew’s
Day massacre of August 1572. At the very centre of the war of religion raging
in the kingdom were the Guise family, the leaders of the Catholic League,
while Henry de Guise was assassinated during the above-mentioned events,
on 23 December 1588, by order of Henry I1I. The Jesuits sided with the Guis-
es, and according to accusations, it was at their instigation that the king was
assassinated on 1 August 1589." So the order was getting a fairly bad press
even in the Catholic world, which explains the Pope’s reply. This anti-Jesuit
sentiment was the reason why Minuccio Minucci, the secretary to the Pope,
wrote an apologetic letter to William, Duke of Bavaria, in which he claimed
that the whole wave of accusations against the order originates from cavalier
Micheli, and that is how it reached the highest ranks, including Sixtus V. But
what is important from our perspective is that not even did the archduke deny
that the Jesuits were steadfastly and resolutely defending the interests of the
Holy See. Of this, several reports written by the members of the Society have
survived, even though these are doubtlessly biased.

On the basis of the above, it is clearly obvious that the expulsion had both
a political and a religious explanation. There is no doubt which version the
party most interested in the matter, namely the Roman Curia, accepted as au-
thentic, at least initially. This was a prudent move because the Jesuits claimed
in their own defence that the accusations were spread by the members of the
Bathory family. The matter was very delicate as the family was the only true
supporter of recatholicization in Transylvania. In a letter to Rome, Provincial

dederit, quo testimonium ferebat, de eorum virtute integritate, et innocentia: sola igitur fidei
causa: summi pontifici sanctaeque Sedis Apostolicae fortis, et invicta defensio. Eas inde eiecit
et abire coegit, imo non solum iesuitas sed omnes etiam religiosos et catholicos, ipsam quoque
fidem catholicamque religionem, cum eis per publica statuta exulare, et solum vertere haer-
etici voluerunt. De reliquis autem principibus bonis, quos adeo iesuitis offensos esse scribitur,
equidem ipse mihi meliora polliceor, quando hactenus neminem novi, qui non eos magna
benevolentia complectatur et foveat, nec non cum insigni commendatione pro eis agat, quod
et re ipsa in mea superioris anni profectione aperte cognovi, cum essem apud ducem Bavariae
meum cognatum, et fratrem archiducem Ferdinandumy», in ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 29, f. 113",

4 MAH II1, p. 431. In his letter written on 29" March, William claimed that the Jesuits
were not considered Catholics but rather a new sect, see also ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 29, ff.
170r-174".

Y Ernest Lavisse, Histoire de France depuis les origines jusqu’d la révolution, Paris 1911,
VI, pp. 287 and 300; see also Roland MOUSNIER, Lussasznat d’Henri IV 14 mai 1610, Paris 1964,
pp. 1-6 and 210-212.

16 MAH, 111, p. 432.

7 Ibid., pp. 315-373.
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Campano bitterly accused them, as well as Stephen Bathory Jr. and Andrew,
because it should have been their duty to prevent the expulsion.'® However,
not all was well on the Jesuit side either: among those who moved from Tran-
sylvania to Vienna there was an Italian called Girolamo Ferricelli, who made
serious (gravia et secreta) accusations against the prince.' Campano expressly
asked the provincial to ban Ferricelli as well as two other members, Emilio
Vega and Istvdn Szanto, from writing apologies and histories related to Tran-
sylvanian matters. He was especially worried about the young Jesuit coming
from Lecce, Ferricelli, who Campano had introduced to the prince’s court.
And where he underwent a rapid transformation there. “It seems that he be-
came extremely fastidious and comfort-loving in the court, which is a sign of
his shortcomings, he refuses to obey anyone”.?

The sources bear witness to how divided the Transylvanian Jesuits were. It
is emphasized even in the literature that there were national conflicts within
the Transylvanian mission, but there was yet another fault line which empha-
sises the differences in opinion about the society’s mission. On the basis of
this, it is possible to clearly define a group within the court, the members of
which had arrived there eatlier by order of Stephen Bathory, King of Poland.
This group flocked around the prince himself. And there was another group,
outside of the princely court, whose members were literally engaged in mis-
sionary work, who mingled with the common people, and who were preach-
ing the word of God and fighting the heretics not only from the pulpit but
with their pens as well. Istvin Szantd, who by this time already had a long
literary past and a series of scandals behind him, was a typical example of
the latter. In the court, we could not find any Hungarians beside Janos Le-
leszi, Sigismund’s tutor, and Marton Undé, who was dismissed because of his
scandalous conduct. All the others were foreigners, Poles, Italians, Spaniards,
who could not speak any Hungarian. Similar to other foreign courtiers, their
status was the most uncertain, consequently they were the most prone to come
into contact with the court in Vienna or Graz. However, we must stress that
so far no document which proves without a shadow of a doubt a relationship
between the Jesuits and the Habsburgs has surfaced. It is widely known that
it was precisely in an effort to eliminate the Habsburg influence that King
Stephen tried to create an independent province, and only when he failed did
he invite the Jesuits from the Polish province to the principality. All this, how-
ever, seems to suggest that the Transylvanian accusations against the order

8 Ibid., pp. 435 and 469-470. For the letters of Stephen and Andrew related to the expul-
sion, zbid. pp. 383-384 and 460-464. In a letter to the provincial, the cardinal wrote that the
claim that the Jesuits had been expelled because of him were unfounded.

Y TIbid., p. 470.

20 Videtur factus in aula nimis delicatus et quaeri magnas commoditates quae imperfec-
tio esset ab illo auferenda non illi concedendo quaecunque vult», see 7bid., p. 381.
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were not completely unfounded, or at least the Jesuits” activities were under a
cloud of suspicion. As a result, Rome came up with an alternative solution for
furthering the cause of Catholicism in Transylvania.

This alternative primarily meant an orientation towards the Franciscan or-
der, which had already been present in Hungary for centuries. King Stephen
wanted to put establish them of the Church hierarchy in Transylvania anyway,
and he resisted all attempts to appoint a Jesuit or a foreigner as the bishop
of Transylvania. After the Medgyes decree of 1588, explicit steps were taken
to this end. Obviously, the initiator was the Bathory family: after Stephen
Bathory Jr., his brother, Cardinal Andrew and Prince Sigismund took the
stage. The changes were introduced in the prince’s decree dated 16 January
1590, in which he charged his nephew with visiting Székely Land. As it is clear
from the decree, it was Andrew Béthory, picked by the Polish king after the
expulsion of the Jesuits, who undertook the difficult task of strengthening the
Catholic hierarchy in Transylvania and reinforcing church discipline among
the small number of priests and friars remaining in Székely Land. As the
bishop’s landed properties had been secularized, the prince wanted to estab-
lish the new episcopal see in Székely Land, in the famous Csiksomly6 shrine.
They planned to appoint a devout and, more importantly, erudite Franciscan
friar as bishop. His work was to be supported by six or eight Observant friars
sent from Poland, which meant that the prince desired to bring the bishop as
well from the Kingdom of Poland. Besides, the cardinal also required a few
Hungarian and German priests to graduate at the Collegium Germanicum et
Hungaricum. The high priest’s title would have been the Bishop of Transyl-
vania since the principality had only one diocese, as was noted in one of the
memorandums. To provide for the bishop’s living, the document earmarked
300 thalers a year. This amount would have been granted by the cardinal and
the prince but the income from the Jesuit landed properties would also have
contributed over time. We do not know if all this came about in the end, but
the cardinal wrote a memorandum a few months later and sent it to Rome
through the nuncio. The cardinal’s very important charter added content to
the organizational framework created by the prince’s decree: Dean Pal Galffy,
a priest from Kozmas, so not a bishop, was appointed to lead the deanery they
wanted to establish in Székely Land. The founding documents do not refer
to the whole of Székely Land, only to Csik, Gyergyé and Kaszon counties,
which implies that only these three counties had a large Catholic population,
even though the memorandum claimed that all other counties were Catholic.
Among Galffy’s responsibilities, there were two visitations annually, besides,
he had the authority to decide in matters of church discipline, but he could
only appoint new priests with the bishop’s consent. So he was not granted the
powers of a bishop. He also had to take care of preventing the friars from
turning to a secular court, that is, the cardinal tried his best to separate them
from the bodies of public administration under Protestant influence. This
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was in accordance with Stephen Béthory’s above-mentioned decree for the
protection of Catholicism in Transylvania. It was Istvan Josika, a former fanzil-
zarts and condisciple of Andrew, who subsequently became chancellor, who
mediated between Galffy and Andrew Bathory. He had to make sure that
the prince did not grant landed property in this area to anyone without the
knowledge of the cardinal. When bestowing benefices, it was him who had to
take care that the prince’s right of patronage was not infringed upon, or if the
grantees belonged to a different denomination, he had to guarantee that they
would respect the religion of their Catholic subjects.?' So J6sika was the rep-
resentative of the “worldly sword”, that of the prince’s power and protection
in such matters. Naturally, the oft-absent Andrew Bathory would have headed
the church hierarchy, whose residence was meant to be in the castle of Gyalu,
the one-time manor of the diocese.??

There is, however, an aspect of this experiment from 1590-1592 that has
been mostly neglected so far. As even Annibale Di Capua had noticed, the ex-
pulsion did not affect the practice of religion on a personal level, therefore it
was still possible for private individuals to invite Catholic priests to the coun-
try. In Hungary, the practice of freedom of conscience was not regulated until
the Treaty of Vienna. Instead, the right of patronage provided a framework
on the basis of which it was up to the patrons to admit clergymen to, or expel
them from, their estates. In this respect, Transylvania followed a different
path as John Sigismund and the Transylvanian estates passed several edicts
about the freedom of preaching, though Catholics were excluded from these
privileges.? In practice, however, these resolutions did not override custom-
ary law: the best example of that is the Bathory family who continued to keep
Catholic priests, mostly Franciscans, on their estates even despite the edicts.
So the nuncio was referring to this practice and Andrew Béthory, who took
the fate of Catholicism in Transylvania into his own hands, also planned to
start building on these foundations.

But he wanted to provide the basis or the resources from Poland. This is
why he made an attempt to obtain the diocese of Krakow, the lands of which
were lying along the Hungarian border and the incomes of which he could

2 SziLas, Carrillo, pp. 16-19.

22 See the cardinal’s letter dated 9™ April: «Il signor cardinale illustrissimo Battoreo mi
ha communicato con molta benignita le cose di Transilvania spettanti alla santa religione cat-
tolica et me ne ha dato una nota particolare la quale mando qui allegata per maggior informa-
tione di Vostra Signoria illustrissima e in quanto io potrd qui non mancard di servir al sudetto
signor cardinale illustrissimo che mostra ardente desiderio di giovare alle cose spirituali di
quella provincia», in ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 26, f. 367°. The documents are found in BAV,
Ott. lat. 2491, pt. 1, ff. 1257-126", 177°-179" and 193", They were published in Kéroly VEszEry,
Erdélyi Egyhdztorténelmi Adatok, Kolozsvar 1860, I, pp. 301-306.

B Monumenta Comitialia regni Transylvaniae, ed. Sindor Szilagyi, Budapest 1877, 11, pp.
302 and 327.
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have spent on the preparation of Hungarian or Transylvanian Franciscans.
But it was his rival, Jerzy Radziwilt, who received the benefice. Moreover, An-
drew got too deeply entangled in the Polish party struggles on the side of Jan
Zamoyski, while his relationship with one of the leaders of the anti-Habsburg
imperial opposition, the Margraviate of Brandenburg, was met with strong
disapproval in Rome. But even in the midst of the party struggles he could es-
pouse the cause of the Catholic faith. Raised in Poland, Andrew saw the cause
of Catholicism in Transylvania in a different dimension, as the steps he took
in both Transylvania and Poland suggest. In 1593, he made obvious efforts to
introduce the reforms, or the decrees of the Council of Trent, in the diocese
of Warmia, which lay on Prussian land. With this, he won the appraisal of
Nuncio Germanico Malaspina.?* This is what he wanted to do in the diocese
of Krakow, which he did not receive in the end, and later in the monastery of
Czerwinsk, close to Warsaw, which was granted to him as compensation after
being a coadjutor. Nevertheless, this latter brought him into conflict with the
bishop of Plosc, who had jurisdiction over the abbey.?

It is an interesting and so far unknown example of this reform effort that,
as the bishop of Warmia and the provost of the abbey of Miech6w, he was
the patron of the monastery of Landek, lying in the immediate vicinity of
the Polish border but still on the territory of the Kingdom of Hungary. Two
interesting letters written by Andrew about the monastery have survived: one
addressed to Andrea Caligari, the former papal nuncio to Poland, the other
to Pope Gregory XIV. In these letters sent to Rome in the spring of 1591, he
delineated the only possible solution for protecting the Catholic faith in the
abbey. One of the wealthy lords in the area, the Lutheran Gyorgy Horvath
of Palocsa set his sights on the lands of the monastery. First, he offered a
property in exchange but in the end they agreed to sell him the land for ten
thousand Polish florins and buy an estate in Poland with the money. It was
declared in the conditions of sale that the abbey of Miechéw would not be
giving up its right of patronage over the territory, which meant that Gyorgy
Horvath had to guarantee that he would respect the Catholic religion. He also
had to accept that the vicar of Landek, who would be appointed to replace the
provost, will be provided for from the tithe collected there in Landek. And if
the vicar dies it will be the monastery to appoint his successor, exercising its
right of patronage. Even though the letter does not discuss this in detail, the
costs of providing for the other priests would have probably come from the
income of the landed property in Poland.?®

24 ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 35, ff. 337" and 340".

2 On the conflict, see ASV, Fondo Borghese, serie I11 120, ff. 225t, 233" and 242"-271" as
well as Segr. Stato, Polonia 35, f. 343"

26 For the letter to Caligari, see Tamés KrupPA, Tradicié és propaganda keresztitjin. Fe-
jezetek Bdthory Zsigmond udvarinak kultirdjibol, Budapest 2015, pp. 251-252, for the other
letter, see ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 31, ff. 34", 36",
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This letter is important for us because it sheds new light on the above-
mentioned experiment in Székely Land, which took place a year later. As if
everything he did for the monastery, Landek was part of a rehearsal for the
Székely Land reforms. For, in 1592, it occurred again by referring to the right
of patronage that the cardinal ordered his deputy, Istvan J6sika, the subse-
quent chancellor, to ensure that whenever lands were bestowed the deeds
stipulated that the prince retained his right of patronage so that the interests
of the Catholic religion could not be harmed in any way.?’

So, beside the matters of church discipline, he also devoted special em-
phasis to the legal defence of Catholic religious practices. Strictly speaking,
this was a violation of Transylvanian religious laws but in this case the right of
patronage, rooted in customary law and also codified in Istvan Webdczy’s Trz-
partitum, prevailed over these laws. But it was not only the Hungarian practice
that inspired the cardinal: in the territories of the Holy Roman Empire the
Augsburg Settlement regulated the practice of religion on the basis of cuzus
regio etus religio, which clearly favored the Lutherans. In this respect, there is
another piece of information worthy of mentioning: Germanico Malaspina,
the papal nuncio to Poland, who followed Sigismund I1I to Sweden, and came
up with the following argument, not expected of a Catholic high priest, when
referring to the Swedish situation. As Sweden is Lutheran, he wrote, and only
an insignificant number of Catholics remained there, it is the most practical
to follow the relevant principles of the Augsburg Settlement because the men-
tioned principle, recognized even by the Protestants, would allow the Catho-
lics in Sweden to continue to practice their religion untroubled.?

The Holy See was following the practices of the other states in the region
as well with special attention. This is proven by a memorandum on the state
of Catholicism in Bohemia kept among the files of the secretariat of State.
In the document, articles 7 and 8 state that the archbishops do not have full
authority over the clergymen and churches in their jurisdiction as they obey
the consistory, which in turn depends financially from the collators, that is,
from the parishes. However, the teachers are not subordinate to the vicars.?
The memorandum refers to the high priests’ right of patronage as zus liberum,
which they are unable to exercise. The Czech church organization was a lot
more decentralized and was established as a result of the Hussite wars, which

27 Veszevy, Egyhdztorténelmi Adatok, 1, pp. 301-306.

28 ASV, Segr. Stato, Polonia 35, ff. 199¥-200".

2 The title of the memorandum that comprises 17 articles is: «Religio catholica quas ob
causas collapsa sit in regno Boemiae», see ASV, Segr. Stato, Germania 94, ff. 343" and 349~
In particular «7. quia archiepiscopo non est ius liberum, in omnes parochos et ecclesias. Per
hoc enim, quod quidam subsunt consistoria quidam vero neque illi nec consistorio, sed solis
collatoribus, hinc fit ut non possit subsunt in concordiam. 8. Quia scholares non subsunt
parochis», zbid. f. 343"
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made it difficult not only for the Czech clergy but also for Rome to intervene in
ecclesiastical affairs there. The denominational relationship between Catholi-
cism and Protestantism in Hungary was different from that in Bohemia but
shared some similarities with the Swedish model. Therefore it seems that An-
drew Bathory ultimately wanted to found his Transylvanian church policy on
the traditional right of patronage, while leaving John Sigismund’s edict secur-
ing freedom of conscience for all except the Catholics untouched. This 7zodus
vivendi would have ensured that the Catholic church hierarchy in Transylva-
nia slowly got stronger and Catholic religious life smoothly integrated into the
Transylvanian milieu.

The solution the cardinal developed and adapted to the local conditions
would have established a church organization more subordinate to secu-
lar elements and one which would have been headed by the prince as chief
patron,” like his uncle, Stephen Bathory had suggested. As to the practice of
religion, he also acknowledged the status quo and insisted on the principle of
freedom of conscience, which had not been legally granted to everyone but
was still practiced freely. Therefore this principle, so much emphasized by the
Protestants, could have helped the Catholics in Transylvania. It is absolutely
clear that the cardinal was never serious about becoming the bishop of Tran-
sylvania himself, which was a plan supported by King Stephen.’! At least for
the moment, he was satisfied with supervising the flock, placing the mid-level
clergy in charge of the daily management, who in turn would have been over-
seen by the secular power through the person of Jésika. This, however, would
have made the Transylvanian Catholic hierarchy more and more similar to
that of the Protestant church in the long run. If we fast-forward a few decades,
we can see that the Calvinist princes of Transylvania appointed the religious
leaders of the Transylvanian Catholics as their chief patron. The Holy See ac-
cepted this unusual situation and appointed the prince’s candidate as a vicar
apostolic with limited episcopal authority later.*

History did not allow time for the cardinal to put his experiment into prac-
tice: the peaceful background work that focused on the simple believers and
religious life was replaced again by the Jesuit way. It was precisely in the year
when the cardinal, after his visitation there, took the first steps to establish
the deanery of Székely Land that the Spanish Jesuit Alfonso Carrillo turned

30 Krupea, Kisérletek Erdély rekatolizicidjira, p. 68.

31 This argument was already brought up as early as in 1583 by the imperial delegation
during the negotiations with the Transylvanian principality about the borders: «eam ob rem
credo cordatos quosque intelligere illustrissimum dominum Batoreum qui Romam profectus
est, iam tutiore esse in statu, quod in Polonia praeposituram assecutus sit, quam si pinguis-
simum episcopatum obtinuisset in Transsylvaniam», in ASV, Segr. Stato, Germania 94, f. 249"

32 Miklés ENDES, Erdély hdrom nemzete és négy valldsa autonémidjinak torténete, Buda-
pest 1935, pp. 241-244.
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up in the prince’s court. About the deanery, we do not know anything apart
from the fact that it was indeed founded. We know much more about the re-
emerging faction within the court, in which the Jesuits often had their fair
share by wantonly getting entangled in or even provoking conflicts, irrespec-
tive of whether they were in the court or mingling with the common people.
During the Fifteen Years War, the principality’s value increased as a potential
military ally, and in this power play the order, through Alfonso Carrillo, the
prince’s confessor, had an unprecedentedly strong influence over the court
and, consequently, over the Transylvanian church and foreign policy. The end
results was far from being absolutely positive: as Giovanni Ferrero, the pa-
pal nuncio to Prague, wrote in a prudently worded document from 1604: the
Jesuits, though they were probably not led by an ulterior motive, did not make
good use of the authority they had been given.”

3 (Trovo che si pud dire nessuna per hora, ma mediocre si essercitarebbe se vi fosse ve-
scovo e, se bene non dubito che i padri gesuiti non usassero bene I’autorita, credo perd anche
che non la essercitariano mal volontieri», in Jezsuzta Okmdnytdr. Magyarorszigot érintd iratok,
ed. Mihaly Balazs — Tamas Kruppa — Dévid Istvan Lazar — Laszl6 Lukécs, Szeged 1995, 1/1,
p. 309, n. 245. On this, see the remarks critical of the Jesuits in the memorandum submitted
in Rome in 1606. Originally, the literature attributed the memorandum to Faustus Veranc-
sics, the bishop of Csandd. For a new hypothesis about the authorship, see Tamas Krurpa,
Adalékok Verancsics Faustus csanddi piispok életrajziboz, in «Var ucca tizenhét», 3 (1994), pp.
153-158. For a criticism of this and another proposal as to the author’s identity, see Péter Tu-
SOR, Verancsics Faustus emlékiratai?, in Tanulmdnyok Péter Katalin 70. sziiletésnapjdra (in CD
ROM), ed. Gabriella Erdélyi — Péter Tusor, Budapest 2007, pp. 443-453.





